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What you have learned:
PRINCIPLES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 

WITHIN A SUSTAINABILITY MINDSET 

• Overview of the historical development of heritage conservation principles/ 
charters/ conventions ranging from Ruskin – le Duc – Venice Charter – Burra –
Nara – SDGs, etc.

• Introduction to the World Heritage Convention and Operational Guidelines

• Definition of World Heritage

• Outstanding Universal Value

• Authenticity and Nara Document

• Integrity



Melaka and George Town, Historic Cities of 
the Straits of Malacca

Melaka and George Town, historic cities of the Straits of 
Malacca have developed over 500 years of trading and cultural 
exchanges between East and West in the Straits of Malacca. 

The influences of Asia and Europe have endowed the towns 
with a specific multicultural heritage that is both tangible and 
intangible. 

With its government buildings, churches, squares and 
fortifications, Melaka demonstrates the early stages of this 
history originating in the 15th-century Malay sultanate and the 
Portuguese and Dutch periods beginning in the early 16th 
century. 

Featuring residential and commercial buildings, George Town 
represents the British era from the end of the 18th century. 

The two towns constitute a unique architectural and cultural 
townscape without parallel anywhere in East and Southeast 
Asia.



Outstanding Universal Values
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The inscribed property and the buffer zone of the Historic city of Melaka (2007), and
Inscribed minor boundary modification (2011)



Melaka: official World Heritage area vs comprehensive inventory (2003)
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TOURISM (not Science, Culture or Education)

Principles of Good Tangible & 
Intangible Heritage 
Conservation & Management:

• Authenticity (cultural)
• Integrity (physical)
• Continuity (social)
• Sustainability (environmental)
• Viability (economic)
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Melaka River (past) Melaka River (present)

Tunku Abdul Rahman proclaimed the country’s 
independence at Padang Pahlawan in 1957

Dataran Pahlawan Mega Mall (present)



Monorail & Tourist Boat Reclamation & Speculative Development Jonker Walk
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• Over Tourism
• Demolitions
• New developments 

in historic site
• Inappropriate new 

functions
• Swift’s nest in old 

buildings
• Abolition of Land 

Rent Control
• Weak heritage law 

and implementation



State of Conservation Reports

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1223/

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1223/


https://www.therakyatpost.com/2020/12/01/despite-
controversy-melaka-gateway-project-still-wants-to-revive-
melaka-port-as-global-business-hub/

Melaka Gateway (2014-2025)

https://www.therakyatpost.com/2020/12/01/despite-controversy-melaka-gateway-project-still-wants-to-revive-melaka-port-as-global-business-hub/

